ELEMENTS FOR EFFECTIVE TEACHING FOR LANGUAGE MINORITY STUDENTS

Zeichner (1992) presents 12 key elements for effective teaching for ethnic and language minority students:

1. Teachers have a clear sense of their own ethnic and cultural identities.

2. Teachers communicate high expectations for the success of all students, and a belief that all students can succeed.

3. Teachers are personally committed to achieving equity for all students and believe that they are capable of making a difference in their students’ learning.

4. Teachers have developed a bond with their students and cease seeing their students as “the other.”

5. Students are provided with an academically challenging curriculum that includes attention to the development of higher- level cognitive skills.

6. Instruction focuses on students’ creation of meaning about content in an interactive and collaborative learning environment.

7. Students see learning tasks as meaningful.

8. The curriculum includes the contributions and perspectives of the different ethno-cultural groups that compose the society.

9. Teachers provide a “scaffolding” that links the academically challenging curriculum to the cultural resources that students bring to school.

10. Teachers explicitly teach students the culture of the school and seek to maintain students’ sense of ethno-cultural pride and identity.

11. Community members and parents or guardians are encouraged to become involved in students’ education and are given a significant voice in making important school decisions related to program, i.e., resources and staffing.

12. Teachers are involved in political struggles outside the classroom that are aimed at achieving a more just and humane society. 

Zeichner, K. (1992). Educating Teachers for Cultural Diversity.” East Lansing, Mich: national Center for Research on Teacher Learning.
STRATEGIES FOR LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY (LEP) STUDENTS

First and foremost:  Use every “best practice” technique that you know!!!!

· Learn as much as you can about the first language culture.

· Understand the stages of language acquisition

· Respect and teach to the “age and stage” of the student

· Seat LEP students front and center with a partner

· Don’t over stimulate on Day 1 – but, do SMILE!!!

· Provide a school tour

· Diagnose, keep track of, build on, and assess what the student CAN do.

· Assess informally as much as possible (e.g., in the cafeteria)

· Teach to multiple, multiple, multiple intelligences

· Build student’s background knowledge

· Teach the same material ten ways – not the same material ten times

· Teach to all senses (especially visually)

· Have hands on activities as feasible

· Use activities that accommodate multiple proficiency levels

· Reduce number of assignments

· Provide alternate and supplementary materials

· Do not always simplify the text; consider simplifying the task

· Find someone to tutor

· Use visual cues and illustrations as much as possible

· Photocopy materials for the students to write on

· Use highlighters and color coding

· Use graphic organizers

· Encourage parents to continue with first language literacy tasks

· Invite the ESL teacher into your classroom

· Make sure that materials are manageable in length

· Write clear and legible directions

· Use charts and graphs as feasible, make prior knowledge charts

· Establish routines

· Fill the walls with word banks, student work, tools for learning

· Allow students to copy (judiciously)

· Make input comprehensible

· Check for comprehension frequently in ways that don’t involve speaking (e.g., signaling or pointing)

· Find activities that are challenging that do not require speaking or literacy (e.g., puzzles & patterns, 

computer work)

· Move from simple to complex honoring the stages in between

· Vary the classroom grouping patterns (whole, small, pairs, individual)

· Beef up the pre- (reading, writing, listening, speaking) activity part of your lesson

· Include everyone, grade on SOMETHING

· Seize the moment to impart knowledge (talk about weather when storm looming)

· Make a “welcome to this class” booklet (also useful for substitutes)

Shared by Janis Antonek, Assistant Professor, Department of Curriculum and Instruction, UNCG.

The following are some more tips for engaging and helping ESL students:

(
Engaging them with activities of interest (background knowledge)

(
Reading cultural books with themes about peer pressure, teasing, fighting, controlling anger, conflict resolution, dealing with emotions....

(
Using their primary language - using familiar commands they are used to 


hearing at home from their parents (if possible).

(
Finding mentors in the community to be role models.

(
Helping them to do something useful in the community.

(
Forming reading groups with an author of their same background.

(
Having them do projects.

(
Enhancing communication with parents by involving parents in what they 


are doing at school.

(
Inviting parents to field trips so they can share things together.

(
Being firm in your expectations and consistent with the consequences at 

all times, but talking to them, communicating - showing you care and want to listen.

(
Interactive journals where you can write back and forth about feelings 


and emotions - in a confidential caring way without letting parents know.

(
Visiting the home to show you are willing to go all the way.

(
Reading a book with him/her at his home.  Going to a movie. 

(
Showing you will not back down.  

(
Doing festivals and art displays and music performances where they can show their talent - and their abilities.  

(
Involving them in talent and dance contests.

(
Involving them in academic contests like science fairs.

(
Involving them in government councils or student councils.

(
Involving them in extracurricular activities like sports.

(
Referring them to a counselor who speaks their language or a counselor 


from their same culture or a counselor who really understand their culture.

(
Referring them to mentors or counselors who can relate to their experiences.

(
Involving their parents in school so they can see their parents like school.

(
Modeling appropriate behavior in the class.

(
Understanding cultural values and norms - for example understanding that if the kid is a male, he will not appreciate being yelled out in front of the other students.  In some cultures the males are the most important and powerful members.  They don’t want to lose face.  For teachers to understand how to manage behavior, they need to understand the cultural norms and values.  

(
Understanding that kids join gangs because they are looking for the feeling of family and belonging in a group.  Find positive groups for these kids.  

(
Do a drama class or chess club or international club.

(
Help them do a drama or skit for the school on a social problem affecting them.

(
Learn how they learn:  learning styles.  

(
Engage them with activities they can do. 

(
Don’t force them to do things they don’t want to do.

(
Don’t be authoritarian in the classroom - promote democratic environments.

(
Listen, listen and listen to them.

(
Advocate for them.  They will face injustices because of their cultural group.  Help them to speak out.  Empower them.

(
Get them involved in computers.  They will be engaged and not misbehaving.  

(
Give them a chance to become leaders.

(
Give them a chance to be helpers and teach others.

( 
Have them work with others that can help them so they don’t get frustrated.

(
Learn and use some phrases from their language.

(
Develop your communication skills.  Communicate individually with the students as much as time allows.  Avoid complex words and sentences.  Speak slowly, but with normal volume and intonation.  Use few idioms.  Incorporate body language.

(
Avoid forcing students to speak.  Students of a second language often go through a "silent period"  (where the students comprehend much of the second language, but they lack the confidence in producing it.)
(
Make language corrections indirectly by modeling correct pronunciation and grammar.  For written production, balance suggestions for improvement with positive comments.

(
Avoid overly detailed explanations.  Include objects, pictures, or demonstrations to get ideas across to the students.

(
Check for understanding.  Ask frequent questions and be very aware of nonverbal feedback.  Watch for blank stares or puzzled looks.

(
Allow sufficient wait time for answers.   Students may be mentally translating the information into their first language, processing the information, translating back into English and formulating a grammatically correct answer.  

(
Request that appropriate content-area books are ordered for the library in the students' native languages.  These can be useful in comprehending the concepts while the second language is being mastered.

(
Prepare the students for your lessons and reading assignments.  Check for prior knowledge and encourage them to identify main ideas and predict outcomes.

(
Increase possibilities for success.  Alternate difficult activities with easier ones that allow the LEP students to experience early success.

(
Do not teach down to the lowest level; bring the students up to proficient levels.  Their language comprehension may be limited but their concept understanding is one of the goals of instruction.  Use higher-level strategies (elaboration of ideas and organization of information) instead of lower-level strategies (memorization, repetition, and copying, definitions).

(
Enjoy your diverse population.  Everyone can learn from the experience.

Some ideas shared by Myrna Rodriguez, Doctoral Student, UNCG.
